A study of the dietary intake of dioxins, consisting of polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins (PCDDs), polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDFs) and coplanar polychlorinated biphenyls (Co-PCBs) through baby foods in the metropolitan Tokyo area was carried out. The samples were homemade baby foods prepared by the total diet-market basket method and baby foods (mainly commercial items) prepared by the duplicate portion method. The daily intake of dioxins per kg of body weight from baby foods in each weaning stage for the case of half intake of homemade baby foods and the other half of mainly commercial items was 0.32 pg TEQ/kg/day in the early stage, 0.45 pg TEQ/kg/day in the intermediate stage, 0.58 pg TEQ/kg/day in the late stage and 1.25 pg TEQ/kg/day in the completed stage. While the daily intakes increase with the weaning progress, they were less than the tolerable daily intake (TDI) of 4 pg TEQ/kg/day for dioxins established in Japan. Dioxins were mainly taken through formula milk in early stage of weaning period, but then were taken through protein-based foods in the subsequent weaning stage.
III Vegetables and fruits 10 g̮15 g 25 g 30 g̮40 g 40 g̮50 g IV Sugars, fats and oils 0 g̮1 g (each) 2 g̮2.5 g (each) 3 g (each) 4 g (each)
V Formula milk 920 mL 820 mL 605 mL ῌ a) An arrowed line means intake in the early part and the latter part of each stage. a) The following were used as recovery standards: 1,2,3,4-TeCDD, 1,2,3,4-TeCDF, PCB#70 (TeCB) and PCB#111 (PeCB) 
